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The First Word 
April 2017  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World 

Pastoral Appointment Ending for Pastor Pam Armstrong  
“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven…” Ecclesiastes 3:1  
 

Dear Friends: 

 I have made a request to Bishop Ough to end my appointment here, effective on May 31st.  My 

last Sunday will be May 14th.  Pastor Clay and I have discussed this, and I have met with our District 

Superintendent Cynthia Williams. They will work with our leadership to find a new Associate Pastor.  

There are times in our lives where we are faced with difficult choices – this is such a time for me.  My family 

will be moving to Fort Collins, Colorado in June.  This is 2-3 years earlier than we had planned.  My aging      

parents moved there two years ago to be closer to my oldest sister.  In the coming years, I will be needed there. 

My daughter Melody has chosen to attend the University of Northern Colorado in Greely Colorado, forty-five 

miles from Fort Collins.  My daughter Ellie has the opportunity to be on my older sister’s costume crew at a 

high school nearby.  

 I have been amazed at the capacity of the human heart to hold and experience such opposite emotions. 

As I am looking forward to living close to my family of origin, I am heartbroken to leave my family of faith.  My 

time with First UMC has been so wonderful.  It has been filled with laughter and tears, warm hugs and open 

arms, cheerful, playful banter and deep, cherished conversations – it has been filled with you all.  I am so   

grateful to have co-pastored with Clay.  Ours has been a respectful, caring and fun collaboration.  With him as 

my mentor and example, I have learned so much and grown as a pastor and as a person.  You are in good 

hands.  It has been an honor to be part of the staff of this church, Bill, Cindy, Erin, Hazel, Kim, Mikkel, each of 

you do such a ministry here.  My Sunday School volunteers, Annie, Katie, Mandy and Michelle have been so 

great.  You have such a love for our kiddos and approach the ever-changing Sundays with humor and a         

“can-do” attitude.   

 And to my youth and kiddos, you have nestled into my heart the deepest.  My life will be forever better 

because of you.  I have such hope for our world because I see such love and  wisdom in you.  I wish I had more 

time with you, but even this short time has been a miracle to me.  You are amazing and wonderful and I will 

always remember you.   

 Again, thank you ALL for this brief, yet magical time with you.  You have blessed me beyond words. 

Your ministry in Red Wing is strong and vital and I know that God will continue to do great things through you!  

 May God's blessings stick to you like glitter! ~ Pastor Pam 

Thanks to Pastor Pam!  On behalf of the Staff Parish Relations Committee, the Executive 

Committee, and the Congregation, we wish to offer our thanks and prayer of support to Pastor Pam as she 

makes this transition.  We will be planning a more formal farewell on Sunday, May 14.  Please mark your 

calendars! - Don Featherstone, SPRC Chairperson, Kim Sjostrom, EC Chairperson, and Pastor Clay Oglesbee 
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April Worship 

4/2--5th Sunday of Lent 

Sermon:  "Lord, Lord" Christians 

Matthew 7:21-29 

Pr. Clay Oglesbee, Communion,  

Work of Mercy Offering:  Special Easter Offering for Local Church Ministries 

  

4/9--Passion/Palm Sunday   

Sermon:  Peace March       

Zechariah 9:9-10 Psalm 122 Luke 19:29-46 

Pastor Pam Armstrong 

 

 4/13--6 p.m., Maundy Thursday:  A Table. A Basin. Some Food. Some Friends.  

Sermon:  Come, Come, Children 

John 13-17      

Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

  

4/14--Ecumenical Good Friday, Noon--Saint Joseph’s Catholic Church 

  

4/16--Easter Sunday: The Uprising Begins 

Sermon:  Take Away the Stone 

Ezekiel 37:1-14, John 11 (selected verses), Colossians 1:9-29   

Pastor Clay Oglesbee, 

  

4/23--Eastertide  (and Earth Day):  The Uprising of Fellowship 

Psalm 133 Luke 24:13-36,  1 Peter 1:17-31 

Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

  

4/30--Third Sunday of Eastertide: The Uprising of Discipleship 

Sermon:  To be determined 

Psalm 25 Luke 10:1-11, 17-20 John 21:1-15 

Pastor Pam Armstrong 
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Just One More Thing…   A note from Pastor Clay Oglesbee  

Good News to the Poor—The Strangers’ Society                                   

“…With the great numbers of poor in the large urban societies, the outreach to the 
poor who were not of the (Methodist) society became more difficult to keep focused.  
So Wesley instituted a new sort of society, the Stranger’s Society….instituted wholly for 
the relief, not of our Methodist societies, but for (non-Methodist –ed.) poor, sick, 
friendless strangers.” (Journal, March 14, 1790, IV:481)  –Theodore W. Jennings, 
Good News to the Poor  

If I were part of a Wesleyan Christian’s Stranger’s Society  in Minnesota in the 21st Century with a          
purpose to relieve poverty and companion the ill, imprisoned or friendless, I might try some of the steps 
named below as a spiritual rule. You or I might pursue the relief-and-abolition of poverty in Minnesota 
because we follow in the footsteps of the Lord Jesus who was anointed to preach good news to the poor 
(Luke 4:18), and because our identity and continuance as Wesleyan Christians are historically and     
scripturally inseparable from the fate of the poor of the land. If you would like to live in this way,       
consider the commitments below.   

A Stranger’s Society participant would consider meeting together regularly in our church to practice a 
purposeful Christian spirituality and care for the poor in a manner similar to the original Methodists in 
London, and other similar Christian movements, by practicing some of these steps: 

1.  Practicing the General Rules of The United Methodist Church:  1.  By doing no harm, by avoiding 
evil of every kind; 2.  By doing good, by being in every kind merciful after their power; as they have       
opportunity, by doing good of every possible sort, and as far as possible, to all people; 3.  By attending  
upon all the ordinances of God, such are:  The public worship of God, the Lord’s Supper, family and        
private prayer, search the Scriptures, fasting or abstinence.  

 2.  Regularly visiting with low-income persons and households of our neighborhoods and        
communities, including immigrants, refugees, persons of color, and the imprisoned, in order to  
fully understand their lives and challenges, as John Wesley advised the people called Methodists to do.        

3.  Weekly fasting or abstention (with medical consent) to remind us of the hungers of those who live 
without material abundance or hope about their futures.    

4.  Contributing weekly to churches, missions, or public policy organizations committed to           
relieving-and-ending poverty.   We recommend participants give $10-$20/person/week (the cost of 
familiar middle-income entertainments) to the support of various charities, missions and mercy/justice 
organizations anywhere in Minnesota, or ecumenical and bi-partisan legislative organizations.   

5.  Adopting life-styles of voluntary simplicity or “acquisitional fasting” in order to demonstrate 
models for sustainable consumption of earth’s resources, and to increase our available resources to     
create economic security and opportunity for our low-income  neighbors.   

6.   Offering to “spend themselves for the hungry” (Isaiah 58:10--NIV), by working and volunteering 
in churches, missions and organizations committed to befriending low-income neighbors, and to poverty-
ending public initiatives.   Supporting and encouraging continuance of effective United Methodist-
based churches or missions in transitional or economically-challenged communities or neighborhoods 
throughout Minnesota.   

7.  Participating in congregational or regional small groups, modeled on Wesley’s classes within 
the Societies, in order to provide mutual accountability and support in fulfilling the commitments of the 
Stranger’s Society. 
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What’s the News with Children, Youth and Family Ministries?  

 

Sunday School  

Pre-school ~ 4th Grade: 

We will be finishing up our Easter Curriculum and be starting our “Clash of 
the Kingdoms” curriculum about the battles of the Bible. 

 
Dates to note:  

 Palm Sunday, April 9th:  Our kids will process with palm branches and will have an egg 
hunt during Sunday School! 

 Easter Sunday, April 16th:  There will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday 

 May 14th will be our last day of Sunday School.  We will celebrate a great year to-
gether!! 

 

 

Confirmation: 

Dates to note:  

 April 16th: There will be no Confirmation on Easter Sunday 

 May 7th will be Confirmation Sunday. 
 

 

Youth! Middle School and High School Wednesday Nights! 

There will be no Xpedition on April 12th.  Come to the Maundy 
Thursday service with your family. 
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Outreach and Missions 

 HEALTH KIT 

1 hand towel (15”x25” to 17”x27”) 
      (no kitchen or bath towels) 
1 washcloth 
1 comb (at least 8” long, large and sturdy,  
 no pocket-size or picks) 
1 metal nail file or fingernail clippers 
    (no emery boards or toenail clippers) 
1 bath-size bar of soap (3 oz or more)  
 in original wrapper 
1 adult toothbrush in original wrapper 
     (no child-size brushes) 
6 adhesive plastic strip sterile band-aids 
       ¾ to 1“size 
$1 for purchase of toothpaste 
Place items in a sealed one-gallon plastic bag 
 

 LAYETTE KIT 

6 cloth diapers, prefolded or plain 
2 undershirts or onesies 
2 baby washcloths 
2 gowns or sleepers 
2 diaper pins (must have plastic protective closures) 
1 sweater or jacket, open in front, hooded  
 sweatshirts are acceptable 
2 receiving blankets (30”x 30” or 30”x 32”) 
Wrap items in one of the receiving blankets, pin with 

diaper pins 
 

 SCHOOL KIT 

1 pair blunt scissors (rounded tip, not plastic) 
3 pads (or loose leaf) of 8 ½” x 11” paper 
1 30-centimeter ruler 
1 hand-held pencil sharpener 
6 unsharpened pencils  
1 eraser, 2 ½” 
1 box of 24 crayons 
Put all in prepared 14” x 16” cloth bag  
 (Bag instructions in Hamline Foyer.) 

 

 

 CLEANING BUCKET 

5-gal bucket (that has not been used for 
    chemical storage) with re-sealable lid  
Pack the following items in the bucket: 
5 scouring pads (remove from wrapper) 
     (no stainless steel, Brillo, or SOS pads) 
7 sponges (remove from wrapper) 
1 scrub brush, plastic or wooden handle 
18 cleaning wipes (handiwipes or reusable 
      wipes), remove from packaging  
      NO TERRY CLEANING TOWELS 
Liquid laundry detergent (two 25-oz or  
 one 50-oz bottles) 
1 liquid household cleaner that can be mixed with  
 water, 12-16 oz bottle, no spray cleaners 
Dish soap, 16-28 oz bottle 
50 clothespins (remove from packaging) 
Clothes line (two 50 ft or one 100 ft), cotton or plastic 
5 dust masks 
2 pair disposable kitchen gloves, latex or rubber,  
 remove from packaging 
1 pair work gloves, cotton with leather palm  
 or all leather 
24-bag roll of heavy duty trash bags (33-45 gal)  
 (take roll from box) 
1 insect repellant spray, 6-14 oz aerosol spray pump 

with protective cover 
1 can air freshener, aerosol or pump 
 

 

 

NEEDED:  RELIEF KITS FOR UMCOR 
UMCOR kits provide essential items for disaster survivors.  The Outreach Ministry is collecting kits to be taken to 
the MN Annual Conference at the end of June.  Listed below are the types of kits that are needed and the contents 
of each.  All items included in kits must be NEW.  Church members are invited to make one or more kits or to 
donate individual items or money to purchase them.  Kits and donations should be put in the marked baskets in 
Hamline Foyer by May 31. For more information, contact Christie Brown, 388-3124, Jane Baker, 388-9127, the 
church office, 388-3262, or the UMCOR website, http://new.gbgm-umc/umcor/getconnected/supplies. 
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Prayer and Care 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Women’s Ministry 
From our MN Conference UMW President, Sandy Meyer:  It is more important than 
ever to be in prayer for our nation and our world.  Recently Don Eslinger posted 
the following which I want to share with you—Continued prayers for President 
Trump that he might be blessed by the Holy Spirit in such a way so as to produce the 
Fruits of the Holy Spirit.  This includes love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  That’s a prayer that could be for all of us … isn’t it? 

  April will be a busy month for UMW.  All women are invited to our meetings in the Friendship Room: 

     Eve Circle—Mon, April 10, 9:30 am; Chairman: Sue Nelson 

     Ruth Circle—Tues, April 11, 1:00 pm; Chairman: Margaret Foster 

     Mission Team—Wednesday, April 26, 2:00 pm 

     District Spring Gathering—Saturday, April 29, Prior Lake 

 Contact Jane Baker, 388-9127, for more information about any of these meetings. 

The Funeral Committee for April is:  Marlene Lampman, Opal Larson, Marge Lewis, Cheryl Enevold, Christy Rikli, 
Ada Seeker, Jane Stone, Carrissa Sullivan, and Carol Yarwood. 

 

Church Women United 

Church Women United of Red Wing will celebrate May Friendship Day, Kindling New Fires of Love, Peace, and Hope 
on Friday, May 5th at United Lutheran Church with a luncheon, beginning at 11:30.  Tickets will be available for 
purchase on April 9th and again April 23rd from Christie Brown or Yvonne Childs.  Tickets may also be purchased 
at our church office or through the ecumenical churches around the park including Christ Episcopal, First Luther-
an, First Presbyterian, First United Methodist, St. Joseph's Catholic, and St. Paul's Lutheran.    

 

FOOD SHELF 

Did you know that there are 300 food shelves across the state of Minnesota?  Help fight hunger in Red Wing and 
Goodhue County by bringing a nonperishable food item—such as cereal, spaghetti, or peanut butter—or a check 
designated for the Red Wing Food Shelf to the collection boxes or baskets at the church.  In 2015, our local food 
shelf served 934 unique households including 3,017 unduplicated people.  Thank you for your generosity! 

 

ECONO RECEIPTS 

Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer.  We are working toward the goal of 
$150,000 for which the store will give us $1,000.  Receipts from 2015, 2016, and 2017 are accepted. 

   DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST?  Perhaps you or a family member or a friend is 
experiencing a physical or mental health concern.  Perhaps someone you know is      
facing a life-altering decision.  Or, perhaps you know a family who has lost a loved one.  
Maybe you have a joy to share!  The power of prayer in all situations is unlimited. 

   The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet Tuesdays, April 11 and 25, at 11 am, 
at the church. Prayer requests - concerns and joys - can be made by filling out the     
yellow prayer cards in the pews during a worship service or by contacting a pastor, 
church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127).  All concerns are kept confidential 
unless permission is given to include them on the Prayer Board and/or in the Sunday 
bulletin. 
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Lenten Litany:  Fasting and Feasting 
Fast from judging others; Feast on the Christ indwelling them. 

Fast from emphasis on differences; Feast on the unity of all life. 

Fast from apparent darkness; Feast on the reality of light. 

Fast from thoughts of illness; Feast on the healing power of God. 

Fast from words that pollute; Feast on phrases that purify. 

Fast from discontent; Feast on gratitude. 

Fast from anger; Feast on patience. 

Fast from pessimism; Feast on optimism. 

Fast from worry; Feast on divine order. 

Fast from complaining; Feast on appreciation. 

Fast from negatives; Feast on affirmatives. 

Fast from unrelenting pressures; Feast on unceasing prayer. 

Fast from hostility; Feast on non-resistance. 

Fast from bitterness; Feast on forgiveness. 

Fast from self-concern; Feast on compassion for others. 

Fast from personal anxiety; Feast on eternal Truth. 

Fast from discouragement; Feast on hope. 

Fast from facts that depress; Feast on truths that uplift. 

Fast from lethargy; Feast on enthusiasm. 

Fast from suspicion; Feast on truth. 

Fast from thoughts that weaken; Feast on promises that inspire. 

Fast from shadows of sorrow; Feast on the sunlight of serenity. 

Fast from idle gossip; Feast on purposeful silence. 

Fast from problems that overwhelm; Feast on prayer that undergirds. 

Written by William Arthur Ward, 1921 – 1994. 

 

 

 

Faith In Action presents our Annual Sheldon Fundraiser Event 

Featuring movie - Christmas With The Kranks 

Friday, May 19 at the T. B. Sheldon Theatre (Note date change) 

Hors D’Oeuvres/Refreshments beginning at 5:30 pm 

  Program and Movie from 7-9 pm 

Tickets $20 – Available at FIA office, Partner churches, FIA Board Members, and At the Door 

Give FIA a call at 651-327-2400 for more info, Tax deductible $10 donation from each ticket 
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  Trustee's Notes 
Hello Friends of First UMC.  I'm writing to bring everyone up to date as to what the Trustees have been up to 
lately.  While there haven't been any major projects going on, there have been some other things happening.  
Over the past few months we received requests for items or work to be done.  The first item was the painting 
of the kitchen pantry closet.  We have Tom Muller to thank for the great job that was long overdue.  The next 
item was the installation of stainless steel on all the counter tops in the kitchen.  Again Tom and Jeff Muller 
took the lead on this.  Parts of this project were quite tricky, and again the guys turned out a great job.  The 
counter looks great!  Many thanks go out to Tom, Jeff and the U.M.W. for funding the project. 
 
We then received requests for a TV cart and also to get a phone moved into the kitchen for safety reasons.  Bob 
Stone was a great help with these two items.  Bob found a heavy-duty cart online which we decided to buy.  
This cart and TV can be moved anywhere in the building and has storage space.  Bob also had the idea for the 
phone in the kitchen, so now there is a hand-held phone in both the pantry and the kitchen by the refrigerator.  
Thanks to Bob for all his good ideas.  Darwin Bartlett and I have been working on one of our boilers.  A heat 
shield broke and we are replacing it, but we are waiting on the parts.  We have two other boilers, so there is no 
problem with heat.  We have also updated and renewed our church insurance policy.  Not really our line of 
work, but we got through it with Pastor Clay’s help. 
 
At our last meeting, we set a date for a church cleaning day for which we need as many of you as are able to 
help.  This will be Saturday, April 29 from about 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon.  There will be reminders as time 
gets closer.  Thanks again to the guys for all the help.  Great job! ~ Sincerely, Bruce Nelson, Trustee Chair 

 
 

McCurdy Update 
Tyson Foods has many chicken products both frozen and fresh available for schools to raise 
funds.  Their project is called Tyson Project A+ and while I have not checked the grocery 
stores here for their products, I will before the next newsletter.  There are many varieties of 
chicken wings available, they also have Cordon Bleu Minis, Spicy Breast Patties, Steak  
Fingers, frozen chicken breast filets, and frozen fajita chicken strips.  Check the package for 
instructions on what to cut out.  They can be put in the McCurdy Boxtops for Education box 
in the Hamline Commons. - Mardell Bartlett 

 

   You’re Invited 
 

"Crafty" men and women are invited to share their talents along with items made by the 
Handcrafters group for the November sale to raise funds for specific mission/church  
projects.  For those who are not into crafts or other hand made items, a new part of the 
sale will be themed gift baskets - kids, movie, Christmas - that can be put together by one 
or more people.  Handcrafters will wrap in see-through wrap for the sale.  Also if you 

would like to learn a craft such as crocheting, knitting, tatting, quilting and have the second Thursday morning 
of each month free, come join us in the Friendship Room at 10:00 a.m. for fun, fellowship, and food.  If you have 
any questions regarding this invitation, contact Mardell Bartlett at 258-4434.  
 

Mission Market Returns 
 

Are you seeing signs of spring?  Trees and shrubs starting to bud?  Spinach and lettuce in 
my cold frame are up as of March 17th.  Rhubarb has yet to show up but will soon.  The 
Mission Market works as gardeners bring produce to the Commons area each Sunday for 
others to pick up, as they leave a monetary donation for the mission project picked each 
year by the Church Council/Exec Team.  This year's donations will go to Heifer Interna-
tional, a group that provides animals and education for people in areas that have no in-
come.  Each recipient is then expected to share offspring  with other families to continue the process.  Look for 
the Market to begin the end of April in the Commons. - Mardell Bartlett 
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Conference Connections 
 ‘Moving Out of the Shadows’: The story of Nicodemus recorded in John’s Gospel (John 3:1-17) is not just 

about Nicodemus—it’s about all of us, Bishop Ough said in his 2017 Ash Wednesday message. John is tell-
ing our stories of emptying ourselves, humbling ourselves, becoming obedient so that we can embrace God’s 
mission for our lives and that mission alone. We, like Nicodemus, harbor our own forms of unwillingness to 
change, to be born again, to start anew. “Our Lenten journey, the very journey we are entering into, is one of 
moving out of the darkness of sin and the shadows of doubt into new life in Christ—‘birth from above,’ as 
Jesus said.” 

 Bishop Ough takes the plunge: On Feb. 18, Bishop Ough and several other Minnesota United Methodist 
leaders went ALL IN for the sake of sending kids to camp! They braved the cold and jumped into the frigid 
water of Lake Koronis in Paynesville. At the 2016 Minnesota Annual Conference session, a group of campers 
challenged Bishop Ough to show his support for Camp Minnesota by taking the plunge, and he agreed to do 
so if United Methodists pledged $10,000 for camp scholarships. That goal was exceeded! Donations pledged 
for all jumpers resulted in more than $23,000 for camp scholarships. Thanks be to God! 

 2017 Annual Conference—Encounter the Spirit: Live Expectantly: June 20-22, 2017, St. Cloud. Join us at 
the 2017 Annual Conference (as a voting member or a visitor) as we focus on what it means to be an Acts 2 
Church and to fully claim our identity as people of Pentecost. It will be a rich time of connecting, worshiping, 
and praying for God to re-ignite our hearts and lives and fill us with the power of the Holy Spirit! New ele-
ments this year include TED-style talks, guest speaker Rev. Junius B. Dotson, a camp revival, "get engaged" 
workshops, and an enhanced worship experience. Registration opens March 15. Learn more at 
www.minnesotaumc.org/annualconference2017. 

BRIGHT SPOT IN OUR MIDST 

 The Well’s Apple Valley campus launches worship: The Well (formerly known as Rosemount UMC) 
launched worship at its second campus on Feb. 12 with many in attendance! The new campus is currently 
located at the Carmike movie theater in Apple Valley, and it is reaching new people in new ways. Thanks be 
to God for this example of the Holy Spirit breaking through! 

 Meeting people where they are with ‘ashes to go’: Has your church ever thought about offering "ashes to 
go" out in your community on Ash Wednesday? This year, Rev. Matt Sipe, who serves Delano United Method-
ist Church, began his Ash Wednesday at a coffee shop, offering ashes to folks sipping their morning brew. 
This recent trend of bringing this ritual out of the church and into the streets is one more way of meeting 
people where they are. Sipe says the message of Ash Wednesday is so powerful that it needs to be widely 
shared: Remembering that we will all die “gives us a sense of purpose in life, and reminds us not to waste it.” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Boxtops for Education 
 

At this time the Campbell Company has phased out their Labels for Education, so unless you find 
them on older products, they are no longer in circulation.  McCurdy will send them to the      
company through the 2016-17 school year.  The Boxtops  for Education collection still goes on 
and you will notice a change in the box at the Connection Center to reflect the current collection.  All General 
Mills products plus many other products have these boxtops.  If you are not giving them to the Red Wing 
schools, please cut off and put in the box in the commons area.  I have not received information on McCurdy's 
new collection of some part of the Tyson chicken products. When I do I will let you know what to bring in.  
Thanks for continuing to collect labels for McCurdy Schools. - Mardell Bartlett 
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CONNECT LOVE RESTORE    

Executive Committee Minutes 

 

February 9, 2017 

 

Attendance: Clay Oglesbee, Kim Sjostrom, Donna Dummer, Pam Armstrong, Katie Bystrom, Jane Baker,  
Bruce Nelson, Judy Plein 
 

Call to Order- Kim called to order. 
 

Prayer-devotion led by Pastor Clay-Guided Conversation on "Five Marks of a Methodist"-- Chapter 2 on Joy   

 Approve minutes from January meeting- Motion to approve by Bruce, second by Jane with typo  
 correction and passed by majority vote. 

 Holy Spirit Breakthrough Anecdotes 

 Where are you seeing God's Spirit at work among us?  Donna, Clay, Judy and Katie shared stories 

 Finance Update        

 Giving--positive in bank account, up by several thousand over last January 

 Missions support--$121 to Citizen's Climate Lobby (Alan Anderson) - will add his tips for “what can we do” 
 to next newsletter. (This was in March’s newsletter.) 

 Renewed support for apportionments--first payments made for January and February 

 Table Purchase-round table and chairs are available in Clay’s office for small group/meetings.  The idea is 
 to use instead of heating/cooling the large spaces. 

 Portable TV stand- Judy brought up getting a portable TV stand which we could place the TV from the 
 youth room on. The WIFI does not work in that room, that would make it available to use in many areas 
 of the church for meetings, presentations, etc.  Clay brought up that we are having a Sound System    
 assessment with David Drentlaw and music staff--February 21 in which we may look at the feasibility 
 of putting a projector and screen in the fellowship room. Handouts of some examples were passed out. 
 Bruce will take to the Trustees meeting and they will pursue getting one.   

 Other?  -Bruce again wanted to acknowledge Clay’s gift of his pledge for the congregation. 

 Prayer and Discipleship 

 Town Hall planned for February 12 forum time    

 Adult Forum on Climate Change- average 50 people per each talk. Upcoming talks will need strong  
 leadership for the issues coming up for March talks. April will be spiritual teachings. Discussion about 
 how the March forums will bring up conversations that will be about reconciling churches and other 
 LGBTQ issues.  Clay provided explanation of what that means to a congregation and his goal would be 
 for these forums to be educational for our congregation. Bishop Ough will be here on March 12 to give 
 the message and the forum. 

 Advent and Christmas Worship, creative music, wreaths, fellowship hall 
  

 Passionate Spirituality and Witness Plans 

 Make the Road by Walking Studies, participation continues the same, total at about 26/week 

 Sunday Schools--Children--still averaging 10 per Sunday,   

 Youth--averaging 6 on Wednesdays and 5 on Sundays  =70% decline since 2016 

 Adult Forum (50) and Road (26)--2017 averaging total of 76/week, 2016--15/week,  
 2015--20/week  =approx. 400% increase    

 Confirmation--Sunday 

 Prayer Retreat--Half Day completed with 6 to 8 participants   

 April--Spirituality Series 

 May or June--Spiritual Novel? 
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 Witness and Service 

    Children, Teen and Family Outreach and Relational Evangelism 

    Summer planning--multiple camp experiences--interns and staffing, application for Eli Intern 

    Meeting with Every Hand Joined: Cradle to Career, and police department--GREAT program   

    Service Camp--Urban Cross Mission Camp, 

    Canoe Trip to Ko-Wa-Kan--inquiry to camp 

    Monthly Movies Planning-Judy will continue to head the summer movies 

    Justice and Service in Community?  (JRLC, United Way) 

    Missions giving and Apportionments- make apportionments in full at this time. 

    Other-Pam discussed that they are doing an intergenerational outing at the Roller Rink in Belle 
 Creek.  February 26th from 1-4pm and is looking for volunteers/participants. 
 

 Presence and Worship 

 Lenten Worship--Theme and Mid-Week Worship Plans with other churches 

 AWA--January = 2017--102, 2016--90 =January 10% increase over 2016    2015--108, 2014--97 

 AWA increase from 108 in 2015 to 109 in 2016, stopped the decline, Target for 150 for 4th quarter of 2017 

 Prayer and Care Team reporting 
 

 Giving, Resourcing and Administration 
 Planning Retreat scheduling--Passionate Spirituality and Family Outreach planning for the summer will be 

held soon 
   Nominations progress and elections-no update at this time. 

   Sound System assessment with David Drentlaw and music staff--February 21 

   Screen in Friendship Hall, assessing with David Drentlaw 
 

 Trustees Update 

 Officers- the Trustees team designated their own officers at their meeting and voted to have Bruce as the  
 chairman. 

 Kitchen project- on hold for now 

 Boiler repairs-piece on order to replace gas valve 

 Church Insurance- representative came for an onsite visit. Our current premium is $883 monthly. 
 

 UMW Update- Jane reported that Hope Coalition is having a fundraiser on March 30th.  Also brought up issue 
that our landline is in the pantry which is locked.  Bruce will look at moving it into the main kitchen. 

Closing Prayer- led by Pam.  

Adjourn meeting- Motion to adjourn meeting by Katie, second by Judy and passed by majority vote. 

Respectfully submitted- Judy Plein 
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JRLC Day on the Hill 

On Thursday, February 23, more than 600 people gathered at River Centre in St. Paul to participate in 

the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition’s (JRLC) annual Day on the Hill.  JRLC’s goal is to promote         

interfaith advocacy for social justice, and the morning’s program was attended by Christians, Jews,    

Muslims, and possibly others who want to encourage Minnesota legislators to make laws that will move 

families toward economic stability.  Jane Stone, Liz Ciccone, Jane Baker, and our former pastor, Rev. 

Wayne Walther, attended the event as well as our current lead pastor, Rev. Clay Oglesbee, who was part 

of his legislative district’s group.   

The keynote speaker was Ms. Lisa Sharon Harper, who is Chief Church Engagement Officer of Sojourn-

ers.  Her message, based on Genesis 1 and 2, was that God is abundantly and forcefully good, and God 

made everything and everyone to interact and work together.  Humans, who are made in the image of 

God, have the responsibility to serve and protect each other and the creation that God gave us.  Thus, we 

need to partner with God to remove inequity on Earth.  As JRLC participants, we must work together to 

help people in our communities and state become more economically stable. We should encourage our 

legislators to pass laws to achieve this goal. 

JRLC’s 2017 legislative agenda includes the following: 

 Strengthen the Safety Net for Low-Income Families & Children, S.F.806, H.F. 1603 – JRLC supports a 

$100 increase in MFIP (Minnesota Family Investment Program) assistance for struggling families.  A 

family of three receives $532 per month, an amount that has not changed since 1986—31 years 

without an increase!  Meanwhile, housing, food, and other costs have increased dramatically.   

 Remove the Marriage Disincentive for Families on MFIP, S.F. 1165, H.F. 1453 – Parents on MFIP     

often lose their benefits when they marry, creating a disincentive to marry.  Children benefit from a 

two-parent family.  JRLC proposes that MFIP families be eligible to continue their participation for 

18 months after they marry.  They would not receive additional funds, however. 

 Improve the Working Family Credit and Increase Assets for Working Families, S.F. 28, H.F. 516 – The 

Working Family Credit provides a tax credit for workers with lower incomes, helping them meet 

basic needs and support their families.  JRLC supports expansion of the credit to provide tax relief to 

these families and to include younger workers. 

We were blessed to meet with our legislators, Rep. Barb Haley, and Senator Mike Goggin in the             

afternoon to discuss these issues.  Both of these new legislators are from Red Wing, and both are     

members of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.  They understand the concerns of the faith-based community 

while also realizing that there are many options for spending the monies available within our state.  

Please feel free to contact them throughout this legislative session: Rep. Barb Haley, 

rep.barb.haley@house.mn, 651-296-8635.  Senator Mike Goggin, https://www.senate.mn/members/

member_emailform.php?mem_id=1226&ls=90, (651) 296-5612.  If you feel strongly about these issues, 

we encourage you to join us in contacting Rep. Haley and Senator Goggin to voice your support of these 

Senate Files (S.F.) and House Files (H.F.).    

--Jane Baker & Jane Stone     

http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/sendmail/mailtomember.aspx?id=15462
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Letters 
 

From “Every Hand Joined” 
 

Dear First United Methodist Church, 
 

Thank you for the gift of $60 from First UMC received on March 19 for the Every Hand Joined Fund of 
The Jones Family Foundation.  Every Hand Joined has established five goals focused on the academic, 
social and emotional needs of our young people: 
 

1. Every child is prepared for school. 
2. Every child is supported inside and outside of school. 
3. Every child succeeds academically. 
4. Every child enters some form of post-secondary education or training. 
5. Every child completes their post-secondary education or training and enters a career. 
 

With help from community volunteers and donors like you, every goal will have at least one team of 
community leaders who define objectives and combine resources to support our kids’ success.  You 
can learn more about Every Hand joined at our website:  www.everyhandjoined.org.  Thank you again 
for your contribution and your commitment to building a stronger and more vibrant community. 
 

Sincerely, 
Charley Nelson, Executive Director 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I want to thank Inez and Lou Chicquette for serving me communion and for the fruit and cookies.  I 
apologize because I did not receive notice that I was to have communion today and consequently was 
not prepared for company.  Always a delight to see them! – Luella Samsel 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Friends at Red Wing First, 

We want to thank you for your kind donation of $51 for health kits to the Midwest Mission                
Distribution Center.  Many lives have been touched throughout the United States and in developing 
countries around the world through shipments made from the Center.  Your gift allows this work to 
continue.  It is due to the generosity of people like you that MMDC can carry out its mission.  Thank 
you so much for your support! 

In Christ, 
Pat Wright, MMDC Executive Director 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dear Friends through Christ, 
 
I am truly overwhelmed by the out pouring of support that I have felt for the loss of my mother         
Ardelle Nesburg.  Thank you to all who send cards, donations for Lupus Foundation and Youth at  
St. Paul's, emails, or shared their condolences in person.  As we celebrated her life it made me thankful 
for the family that I have at First UMC and the promise we all have to be welcomed home with our  
Savior. 
 
Judy Plein 

http://www.everyhandjoined.org
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Lead Pastor 
Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 

Pastor of Children and Family Ministries 
Pastor Pam Armstrong 

Email:  pastorpamfumcrw@gmail.com   
Cell:  651-983-0676  

 

Administrative Assistant 
Cindy Johnston 

Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 
 

Music Director 
Kim Cory 

Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 
 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday – Friday  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

General Church Email 
redwingmethodist@msn.com 

 

Church Website 
www.redwingmethodist.org 

 

Sunday Worship            9:30 a.m. 

Fellowship           10:30 a.m. 

Classes for Children        10:40 a.m.  

 
 
 

 

 
 

Adult Forums          10:45 a.m. 

Community Meals in April 
 

Sundays April 9, 16, 23 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 
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